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(text comes as a sample) The age of technology has truly catapulted all methodologies to cope with the fast paced 
exchange of information within a network of continuous exchange of data within a universal code.  The advancement in computer has helped greatly the development in politics, economy, and especially in education. Sharp claims that today’s digital world has created a universal manner of understanding and comprehending the need to learn more as more and more people has benefited with such efficiency (10).  The Government, the International Organizations, NGOs and everybody sees that education would greatly advance if there is media integration wherein television, computer, cellular phones and the likes become an aid in teaching the students on understanding more the principles of literacy (Horrigan 4).
A nation’s future depends greatly on how human resources are developed with integrity and the holistic mastery of all facets of educational attainment. Because all other units of a country are rooted to the rich educational competence of its citizens, it is the duty of both government and society to find various ways of advancement in education. And with the accessibility of computers to almost all parts of the world, it is a strong consideration that computer would greatly help the educational system and processes of the country (Sharp 64).

The internet being coined as the “innovation commons” allows almost everyone who is 
able to click the keyboard or mouse in an endless pool of resources wherein knowledge is 
attainable in a given limited time. With the entertaining sounds and graphics and at times very 
interactive applications, it is truly evident that everyone is easily enticed to use such machinery. 
 
I gathered three works as my references on comparing how the computer is able to be both beneficial and disadvantageous to the education system to both the educators and the students. My conclusion then is a summary of my analysis on the different information I had gathered.
Literacy and Computers. Literacy is the ability to write, read and speak as information gathered is created into a concept idea, understood and then interpreted into a substantial conclusion.  A survey conducted by the National Commission on Writing claimed that 83% of parents realized that the teens of today need to have a great skill in writing to land a decent high paying job and thus is essential to be developed. (Tompkins 45) Looking at the present curriculum, Horrigan observed in Part I of his work, The Internet and Science News and Information that the U.S. Department of Education;

“.. almost 75% of the learning strategies teachers apply in schools are all related to 
writing assignments and research work (14).  

And though the computer becomes an accessible means of retrieving resources for assignments and research, there is still a short noticeable improvement on the capability and style of how students write.  There have been year-end assessments of students within the Primary, Secondary, High School, and even College levels which give results of incorrect spelling of words, incorrect usage of punctuation, incorrect application of grammar and a high percentile of plagiarism. The Manchester University in United Kingdom, for example, had researched that “45% of students cheat their way to graduation” through a purposeful means of plagiarizing their essays, reports and take-home exams. (Horrigan 19) With the computer, the student just type in the keywords, highlight the area they needed and copy –paste it on their papers, without properly sighting the references. 

Another factor, students don’t view posting comments on their network sites, blog entries, cellular phone text messages and chats as a form of writing. (Tompkins 63)  These teens develop a habit of short cutting the words and placing graphics rather than applying what they have learned in school about proper spelling, write grammar and correct punctuation. Such duality in perception that what they have learned in school should only be used in school and has 
no relation to their daily activities in life is a big loophole in strengthening their literacy.


Computers allow the world to be a smaller place to live in as there are more networking sites connecting people from across the countries, and yet there is still a lack of enhancing a person’s actual competence in reading and speaking. Survey says that most students prefer to listen to multimedia files rather than getting a book or even an e-book to read. And with the trend that best seller books sooner or later becomes a box office hit movie, more and more do not see the need to buy the book and read. They prefer to buy a movie ticket and watch the book come alive with 3D effects. And though there are chat rooms allowing video conference, there are still people who prefer to just type in short cut words like “bb” for baby and “asl?” for “age, sex, location”. And if ever, the two chatters speak, they speak in an informal manner of slangs and short codes that has no application of proper sentence structure, intonation and even phonetics.

Computer as Resources for Education. Computers are currently the best source of information as anyone who has an access to a computer can just open a website and with a click be able to easily find the word being researched.  (Tompkins 31) Because the students are easily drawn to computers, teachers who are not computer-savvy seem to lag behind the information field. Thus, educators found that it is important for them to also use the advantages of the computers in their teaching styles. Most teachers prefer to conduct their discussions with pictures that they have gathered from the computer. Pictures and graphs are quite difficult to find from paper published books and some visual aids are rather expensive to be purchased. Thus, the teachers collect pictures and other substantial information from the computer and save it in their USBs to be projected to the students to easily grasp the idea as presented by the visual aid. Another advantage, computers help people find the correct primary sources they need when confronted with research. Horrigan’s study proves this claim as survey shows;

“20% of Americans use the internet in searching for news and information, while only 
14% read the newspapers and magazines while 41% are not sure what to use” (18).  

What most teachers use right now is to connect networking with education. Teachers find it convenient to create a “class blog” wherein the whole class is able to explain their ideas from a topic learned or will be presented (Sharp 220). With the Facebook, twitter, my space and even YouTube, the teachers are able to catch the interest of the students to actually participate in discussions and meaningful conversations.

CONCLUSION
Education through computers maybe a better way of learning if there is proper application of 
resources, verification of websites and regular check-up on how students apply the information learned.  

School authorities, teachers, parents and students should view computer as an aid assisting 
how the lessons should be presented in a way that students would appreciate and greatly grasp the substance of the information.  Introducing computers at school allows the students to actually be ready of the real changes in the world society. According to the Department of Labor, by the next century, most of the jobs would be one way or another related to computers. (Horrigan 41) Thus, Society should then encourage everyone to apply what they’ve learned in the actual day to day activities of their lives. Networking websites, blogs, chat rooms and interactive learning communities should then be just extended avenues to allow the students to apply what they have learned in school. Furthermore, even if computers help hasten and decorate the teaching techniques, computers are still secondary compared to the actual person to person interactions between a teacher and a student in the classroom. (Sharp 231)
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